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NIGER – CONGO AS A LINGUISTIC AREA  

* 
• Adamawa – Ubangi 

* 
• Efik 

* 
• Yoruba 
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ADAMAWA – UBANGI 
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 The language grouped together as Adamawa – Ubangi 

belongs to the Volta-Congo branch of the Niger-Congo family. 

These languages are speakers across central Africa in an area that 

stretches from north-eastern Nigeria through northern Cameroon, 

southern Chad, the Central African Republic, and northern Zaire. 

The languages fall into two groups – Adamawa and Ubangi. The 

Adamawa languages are found in northern Nigeria, Cameroon 

and Chad, whereas the Ubangi languages are spoken in Central 

African  Republic, northern Zaire and southwestern Sudan. 



EFIK 

4 

 Efik is one of the better known African languages and was at 

one time one of the best described African languages. It is spoken today 

by about 750,000 people as a first language in the south south corner of 

Nigeria, in and around the city of Calabar, its cultural center. Due to its 

location near the Atlantic coast, Calabar and the Efik were encountered 

early by European explorers, traders and missionaries. Efik is now 

recognized as part of lower Cross, a subgroup of Cross River which is a 

branch of the Niger-Congo linguistic Area. 



YORUBA 

5 

 Yoruba is spoken as a first language in Nigeria in virtually all 

areas in the states of Ekiti, Lagos, Ogun, Ondo, Osun and Oyo and in 

most of the areas in Kwara and Kogi State. Yoruba is a second language 

in some areas of Delta and Edo States. Outside Nigeria, there are 

Yoruba speaking communities in the Republic of Togo and Benne. 

Yoruba falls under the Niger-Congo family. 



INDO-EUROPEAN AS A LINGUISTIC AREA 

@ 
• Afrikaans 

@ 
• English 

@ 
• French 
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AFRIKAANS 
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 Afrikaans is the youngest fully standardized 

member of the West Germanic branch of the Indo-

European language family. It is primarily spoken in 

South Africa where it is one of the official languages. 

Currently, it boasts the third largest speaker population 

in South Africa with Zulu and Xhosa being more widely 

spoken. 



ENGLISH 
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 Modern English spelling has inherited a mixture of 

Anglo-Saxon, Norman-French, and classical orthographic 

conventions, many of which are fixed. English therefore falls 

within the Indo-European family. English has an enormous 

vocabulary which continues to evolve every year. English 

may one day become the world’s lingua franca. 



FRENCH 
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 French is a member of the romance group of Indo-European 

languages. Modern French can ultimately be traced back to the Latin of 

northern Gaul, a Latin that was significantly modified by contact with 

the language of the pre-Roman Celtic inhabitants of the area and the 

language of the Germanic invaders who occupied the region after the 

fall of the Roman Empire. French is currently spoken as a first language 

by about 100,000,000 people. Significantly, external influences on the 

vocabulary of French have included English and Latin during the 16th 

century. 



AUSTRONESIAN AS A LINGUISTIC AREA 

# 
• Vietnamese 

# 
• Santali 

# 
• Thai 
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VIETNAMESE 
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 Although Chinese influence is generally very 

important, Vietnamese gained ultimate control and the 

boundaries of the language were advanced until Vietnam 

reached its current geographic extension. Vietnamese is not 

an absolutely monosyllabic language, but one with many 

compounds and replicated structures. 



SANTALI 
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 Santali, a member of the North Munda subgroup of the 

Munda family within the Austroasiatic linguistic group is 

spoken by about 5 million and 7 million people across several 

states in eastern and central India. Santali is characterized by 

a split into at least a northern and southern dialect sphere, 

with slightly different sets of phonemes, different lexical 

items and variable morphology. 



THAI 
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 Thai language is the national language of Thailand. 

Thai belongs to the Tai language family, a subgroup of the 

kadai family. It is important to note that the writing system 

used was originally designed to represent Sanskrit. The most 

common sentential word order is subject verb object (SVO). 



AFROSIATIC AS A LINUISTIC AREA 

$ 
• Arabic 

$ 
• Ethiopia 
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ARABIC 
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 Arabic is the official language of 21 countries in the 

Middle East and North Africa, from Oman in the east to 

Mauritania in the west. With about 280 million native 

speakers, Arabic is by far the largest living representative of 

the Semitic language family, it is the language of the Koran 

and thus the liturgical language of Islam. Arabic also plays an 

important role for more than one billion Muslims worldwide. 



ETHIOPIA 
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 The Ethiopian linguistic area is probably the most famous area 

in Africa. It is often the only African linguistic area discussed by an 

extent in general works dealing with language contact and areal 

linguistics (Masics, 1976 et al). Most of the approximately 80 

languages spoken in Ethiopia and Eritrea belong to three language 

families of the Afroasiatic group. There are also certain number of 

features found beyond Ethiopia and Eritrea in languages spoken in 

neighboring countries such as Somalia and Sudan. 



SINO-TIBETAN AS A LINGUISTIC AREA 

% 
• Chinese 

% 
• Burmese 

% 
• Tibetan 
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CHINESE 
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 Chinese is spoken by about 1.3 billion speakers scattered around the 

world and they include Mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore. 

Chinese is then an assemblage of numerous dialects spreading over different 

continents and across time zones, some of which are different that their 

speakers cannot even communicate with one another. Dialects create diversity 

and local identity, and at the same time interaction. A tension always exists 

between diversification and standardization of the language. Chinese language 

is also the language that has the highest number of native speakers in the 

world. Chinese language epitomizes the Sino-Tibetan linguistic area. 



BURMESE 

19 

 Burmese is the national language of Burma/Myanmar 

and is the mother tongue of the Burman ethnic majority. 

Burmese belongs to the Tibeto-Burman language family, 

which comprises approximately 350 languages spoken across 

a vast territory stretching from the Himalayas to Mainland 

Southwest Asia. It is widely believed that the round shapes of 

Burmese letters evolved because texts were traditionally 

written on palm leaves. 



TIBETAN 
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 Tibetan comprises a multiplicity of regional spoken dialects and 

a standard written language which is the vehicle of a major civilization 

whose religion is Buddhism. The Tibetan emerges into history in the 7th 

century AD. It is from that time also that their alphabetic writing 

system, based on a model of Indian Origin, is alleged to have started. 

The spoken dialects have usually remained unwritten. Poorly recorded 

from pre-modern times, they have often developed separately from the 

written language and from one another. 



TRANS-NEW GUINEA AS A LINGUISTIC AREA 

^ 
• Central Solomon 

Languages 

^ 
• Manambu 

^ 
• Skou Languages 
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CENTRAL SOLOMON LANGUAGES 
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 There are four or five Papuan languages in central 

Solomon Island namely Bilua, Touo, Lavukaleve, Savosavo 

and Kazukuru which is an extinct and barely documented 

language of New Georgia. Wurm had linked all the Papuan 

languages of the islands off the coast of New Guinea into one 

genetic grouping. These languages share some phonological 

features. 



MANAMBU 
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 Manambu belongs to the Ndu language family, and is spoken by 

about 2500 people. It falls under the Trans-New Guinea/ Papua New 

Guinea linguistic area. The origins and the internal classification of the 

Ndu languages remains a matter for debate. Manambu’s closest 

relatives are Iatmul and Ngala. The trade relationship and marriage 

exchange with the Iatmal contributed to a large amount of lexical 

diffusion between the two groups in close contact. Manambu is an 

endangered language and the people of Manambu are bilingual. 



SKOU LANGUAGES 
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 The languages of the Skou family are spoken 

along the north coast of New Guinea from Skou 

villages to other villages. There are 16 languages in 

the family and most of the languages are found along 

the coast but the orientation of most groups lies 

inland. 



Thanks for reading!!! 


